About Finding and Mounting Teaching Pictures


You need to develop a mind-set of looking at everything that comes into your home and has pictures!  Magazines, catalogs of all kinds, advertising flyers and even coupons!.  Advertisers spend millions designing advertisements to get across simple messages; so ads are the best sources.  Publishers of school books do the same.  Kindergarten children’s old school workbooks are another great source.


Big pictures or small ones?  The visual impact is the same.  I prefer the small ones.  Small ones are more practical from the point of view of economy: cost of mounting, and space storage.  They are more manipulative, especially appealing to the tactile learner because they can be handled. You can teach: “Pick up the ….”  “Put the…here / there…on the….”  “Give the…to….”  And, like cards, they can used for games, especially for “Go Fish!”


For larger groups - 4 or more – the big ones are good because they are more visible.  Some may have more content to them, and so, might lend themselves to more elaborate ‘conversation’.


Collecting big ones and small ones, as you find them, is a good idea.


For the small pictures, I use (colored) construction paper (be sure it’s the thicker, better quality kind) cut in 7ctm. by 7ctm. squares.  That is a convenient size for using and storing, and you can get 12 squares out of the sheet of construction paper.  Use your ruler to mark at 7, 14, 21, (28) ctms. along all edges.  Connect the marks and you have the squares ready to cut. If you paper-clip several sheets of construction paper together, you can cut them all at one time.


When deciding on whether a picture is suitable, keep in mind that it should be as vocabulary-specific as possible: a clear concept.  Ask yourself if the concept can be expressed in a concise word.  If so, it’s suitable.  Think about how you would use the picture for teaching.  Look for ‘plural pictures’ –especially ‘-es’ plurals - for practicing saying plurals.   Particularly useful are ‘people / occupation’ pictures / ‘verb’ pictures: pictures of people doing an action.  Others could be pictures of / for adjectives, or prepositions.  Write the word on the back.  It’s good for a self-check for more advanced students to use on their own.  File / store the pictures in categories for easy retrieval for your specific teaching purposes. 


If a picture is a bit too big, it can usually be cropped to fit.  It’s amazing how much can be cut from the perimeter, - even cutting off a part of a head, hand or feet -without the picture losing its meaning.  Just place the square over the picture’s meaningful part, mark around the edge, and cut away the excess. 


Use a glue stick –‘painting’ an X on the pictures and all around the edges and corners- to paste them on the construction paper squares.


After you have made a good number of picture ‘flash’ cards you should really consider laminating them to protect them from wear.  This can be done cheaply at a teacher’s supply store, or at an album making supply shop  The cost is about 30 cents per foot by a yard wide. (except at Kinko’s which charges more.)  A lot of the small picture cards fit in that yard 


Tutors at your center could work together to make a collection for everyone’s use. And / or your center director might agree to cover the cost of color copying a selection of your collection.  They copy very well.  ( 80 cents for 12 small pictures to a page)


Consider involving your students in the process.  Suggest that they look for pictures: of food, clothing, household articles, tools; pictures relating to their job; of anything that they’d like to learn the names of. 


I can guarantee that you will learn a lot from just the process of finding pictures, and seeing how they can be used to reinforce your teaching.  You can tailor-make your teaching to fit your students needs and you will find that your students love them!  If you would like complete, detailed instructions on how to use them with rank beginners for enhancing your teaching, please call me, Joan Grover, at (760) –931-6779.

Addendum


To start out, just collect and use the verb pictures in a general way -, to practice all tenses.  Later, or as you collect, you can sub-categorize them into: 

1) singular verbs with 'He' 

2) singular verbs with 'She' 


These are to be able to drill separately to 'reinforce' for students that have trouble, as some do, with immediately recognizing which pronoun to use.  ( I indicate to them that the 'S' - in she- has curves like a woman! The 'H' -in he- is straight up and down like a man.) 

3) single verbs with 'it' 

4) plural verbs. [ drills 'they' & 'are' / 'were' verb+ing] 

5) simple present verbs: The 3rd person singular, present tense verb changes: those you add 's' to pronounced /s/; those pronounced 's' = /z/, and those that you add 'es = /ez/. [ same categories and rules as for noun plurals] 


These three 'types' can be separated for separate drills, or mixed, after student is sufficiently practiced using them separately. 

6) regular past tense. All verb pictures, -except those with an irregular past tense- can be used for this practice, but you can sub-categorize them according to how the -‘ed’ ending is pronounced, i.e. ‘-ed’ = /t/,’-ed’ = /d/, ‘-ed’ = /ed/ 


Again, these can be kept separate, to drill separately, or mixed, for practice when student is sufficiently adept at using the correct pronunciation. 

7) irregular past tense verbs. You can sub-divide your verb pictures into those whose past tense is irregular. 


Those are basic categories. But as my collection grew I thought of other ways to divide and use them, such as "Verbs with direct objects and possessives " for practicing using the possessives 'his, her, their' 


i.e.She is brushing her hair, He is washing his dog, They are carrying their books, etc.

"Verbs used with prepositions" 


i.e. pick up, take out, look at, etc. 

"Verbs with prepositions + object pronouns, 


i.e " giving.....to him, to her, to it, to them"  She gave the present to him.  He is feeding him his food.

