                               Doubling the Final Consonant # 7

You have learned a rule and done exercises about adding suffixes to one-syllable words. Remember?  If the suffix begins with a vowel, and the one-syllable word ends in one consonant preceded by just one vowel, we double the final consonant when adding the suffix.

But what about words of two or three syllables??

The rule does apply to them also, if the word is accented on the last syllable!

Note: This is true of many verbs. 

The complete rule for doubling the final consonant is: A two-syllable word that ends with just one consonant, preceded by just one vowel, and is accented on the last syllable, doubles the final consonant when a suffix beginning with a vowel is added. 

For example: be gin´ + ing > beginning, pre fer´ + ed > preferred, re bel´+ ious >

rebellious, but mar´vel + ous > marvelous

Read the following words, and notice the accented syllable. When the accent is on the last syllable, apply the rule for doubling the final consonant. Remember the rule! Write the words, add the suffix, and double the final consonant, if necessary.

at tempt´ + ed >  _________________      suc cess´+ ful >  ___________________

tra´vel + er >      _________________    dis ap pear´+ ance  > ________________

a void´ + ed >    __________________      com mit´ + ing > __________________

con trol´ + er >  __________________       de feat´ + ed >  ___________________

al lot´ + ment > __________________      * af fix´ + es >   ___________________

in sist´ ent >      __________________        dif´ fer ence  >   __________________

con fer´ + ing >  _________________       suf´ fer + er >    ___________________

e qual´ + ity >    _________________       des cend´ + ent > __________________

en am´ el + ing > ________________      tot´ al + ed  >    ____________________

*  Remember, in this case, the x sounds like /ks/ so the doubling rule doesn’t apply.

Note that the words con fer´, de fer´, in fer´, pre fer´,  and re fer´, do follow the rule when we add the suffixes -ed, or –ing. However, when we add any other suffix, the resulting word no longer has the accent on the second syllable. The accent is usually thrown back onto the first syllable of the derived word. Therefore,

the final consonant r is not doubled: i.e. con´fer ence, def´er ence, in´fer ence, etc. 

