                                             Spelling Rules

1. Capitalization *

     Capital letters are used for:

a)  the first word in a sentence

b)  titles of books, articles, and sections of 

c)  proper nouns [ specific / individual names of persons, or places] i.e. New York City, Washington State, Crater Lake, Ohio Valley, Lake Mead, and their abbreviations;

       i.e Mt. Whitney. [ However, when ‘the’ precedes the common term, the term is lowercased: 

           the river Thames;] specific breeds of animals; derivatives of  proper names, i.e. Roman   

            architecture, Victorian customs.

     d)   academic degrees when they follow the person’s name; their awards, honors and prizes;

e) specific geographical names and references: areas, regions, or districts, as are derivative nouns and adjectives, i.e. the Great Plains, the Riviera, the Southwest, the Middle Eastern situation

f)  popular names of localities, i.e. the Big Apple, the Twin cities, the Village, the Loop, Hell’s Kitchen, etc.

g) compass points, when they refer to a geographical region or when they are part of a street name, i.e. back East, out West, West Oak Street, and nouns and adjectives derived from, them, i.e. 

      a Southern accent, Northerners, a Western crop, etc.

      They are lowercased when they refer to a simple direction, i.e. “..east of the Mississippi, …. 

      traveling north on I-9.”  

h) governmental and political bodies, including the names of higher courts; names of city and   county courts are lowercased.

i) historical periods and events: the Yalta Conference, the Minnesota State Fair, The World Series, the Boston Tea Party, the Philadelphia Folk Festival, the Renaissance, the Stone Age 

*  from Merriam Webster’s “Pocket guide to Punctuation.” See for more detailed explanations.

2. Rules for Doubling the Final Consonant

a) If a  one-syllable word ends in 1 consonant, preceded by just 1 short  vowel, double the final consonant when adding a suffix beginning with a vowel. [ -ing,-ed, -er, -est,- age, -y,

      -ar, -ish, -ist, -en,]  e.g. get > getting

b) Two syllable words double the final consonant according to the rule above, only when the 

      word is accented on the last syllable. Eg. prefer > preferring vs. travel > traveling.

3. Words that end with e. 

       Drop the final e when adding an ending beginning with a vowel. 

       Retain the final e when adding an ending beginning with a consonant.

          Some exceptions:  due > duly, awe > awful; hoe > hoeing, singe > singeing

4. Words that end with ce or ge ( pronounced with the soft sound of c or g ) retain the e when the 

      syllable to be added is either –able or –ous 

5. Words that end with y 

a) If preceded by a vowel, retain the  y  when any ending is added.

b)  If preceded by a consonant, change the y to i when adding any ending except –ing.

      Eg. trying.

6. Words that end in o

     a)  If the final o is preceded by a vowel, simply add s.  

    b) If the final o is preceded by a consonant, most words add es.   Eg. potatoes

   Exceptions. Music related words: pianos, banjos, or foreign words: Eskimos, kimonos, tobaccos

7. Other spelling patterns

a) / k/ is spelled with a k at the beginning of words only if followed by e or i
                      i.e. keep, kiss, kettle, kitchen

          / k / is written with ck at the end of a one-syllable word preceded by a short vowel.

                      i.e.  duck, rock, back, trick. 

            If preceded by a consonant, / k/  is spelled by  k.
                  i.e.  desk, task, pink, bark, trunk

c) Many one-syllable words with a short vowel, ending in /l/ or /s/,  double the l or s.

                    i.e. bell, pass, kiss, miss, ball    Exception: bus

 d)  Words which end with a /j/ are spelled with –ge.

               i.e. edge, bridge, huge

  e)  Words with an  ie sequence (long /e / sound) are usually spelled:

       “ I before e,  “  [ believe, piece, niece, relieve, siege, yield]

       “ except after c,”  [ receive, conceive, deceive, perceive ]      
        “ and in  words that sound like ( long) / a /  as in eight.”[ veil, vein, reign, feign]

              Exceptions:  leisure, neither, seize, weird

8. Silent-letter words. These are easier to learn if they are studied in categories.

a)  g (with n): gnarled, gnash, gnat, gnaw, gnome, gnu 

b)  k (with n):  knack, knead, knife, knock, knight, knave, knew, knit, knot, knee, know

c)  p (with s): psalm, psychology, psychiatry

d)  w (with r): wrestle, wrinkle, wreath, wrench, wreck, wrist, write, wrong, wrap, wren, wretch

e) h (after initial g): ghastly, gherkin, ghost

f) h (after x): exhibition, exhaust

g) t ( before en): glisten, listen, fasten, hasten

h) t  (before l): whistle, bristle, thistle, apostle, wrestle

i) l  : balk, talk, balm, calm, palm

j) ue: tongue, league, plague, rogue, vogue, vague

k) n (after m): condemn, autumn, column, solemn, hymn

l) b (after m): plumber, thumb, crumb, climb, limb, tomb, comb, dumb, numb

m) gh (before t): straight, caught, taught, sought, thought, fought, height, weight, freight,

                            light, fight, might, night, right, sight, tight, slight, blight, fright, flight, bright

   One theory about learning to spell states that spelling can be most easily grasped by reading word 

families aloud, following the tutor’s clear modeling. See Word Families lists in this Tutor Folder. 

   The Focus on Phonics series is based on word families, and may also be used to provide additional listening and writing practice. 

