                       Adding suffixes to words ending in a silent e, # 3

 Remember? A suffix is a letter or letters added to the end of a word to change its meaning, to make a new word.
The general rule is:

Drop the silent e at the end of a word when you add a suffix beginning with a vowel:  -ing, - ed,- er,-or, -able/ible, -ous, -ion, -ory, -ance, -ant, -al,-age,- ic, etc.

However, words which end with ce or ge ( pronounced with the soft sound of c: /s/ and of  g: /j/ ) retain (keep) the e when the suffix to be added is either ‘able’ or ‘ous’.

[Note: The e is kept in order to retain the soft sounds of the c and g. Dropping the e would cause the c and g, -followed then by the a or o of the suffix- to be pronounced with the hard sounds /k/ and /g/ ]

Examples: change > changeable; courage > courageous

Exercise:  Write the words, adding the indicated suffix, following the expanded rule.

1. peace + able > ___________________11.service + able > ________________

2. scarce + ly  >     __________________12. *courage + ous >  _______________

3. endure + ance >   _________________13. care + ing >  __________________

4.  concede + ed > ___________________14. liquidate + ion >_______________

5. *advantage + ous > ________________15. *enforce + able >  ______________

6. approve + al >     _________________ 16. induce + ment > _______________

7. marriage + able > _________________ 17. scene + ic >       _______________

8. dance + er >______________________18. make + ing >    ________________

9. *outrage + ous >   _________________19. *trace + able >    _______________

10.  jump + ed >    ____________________20. regulate + ory >  ______________
Complete the expanded rule.  

________the final silent e when adding the suffixes ________or _______to words ending with _____ or ______.  This is to retain the ______sounds of the c: /s/ and g: /j/
