                                  Using the “ Minimal Vowel Pairs” Words Lists 

1) For practice listening and recognizing the vowel sound and its corresponding letter. 

a) To review the two sounds being contrasted, tutor says: 

         “Listen to /  /  and  /  /.”

b) Tutor says just one word of pair and tells the student(s):

  “ Circle the word with the  /  / sound”,  says the word again, and modeling what the student is to do, circles the correct, written word

c) Tutor continues, saying one word of pairs, repeating it twice, varying which one of pair to say.  Student(s) circle(s) the word with the sound he hears. 

d) For self- checking, the tutor immediately gives the correct word answer, by either writing the word, -repeating it aloud, -on the board, or saying ‘first’ or ‘second’ 

   ( to indicate which one of pair, if those words have been taught in calendar work) 

     Note: For multiple listening practices, have student(s)use a different colored pencil each time.

2) for practice reading aloud, in class or at home – for letter/ sound recognition and   

         correct reproduction. (  The student(s) keep(s) a copy in notebook.)

         Tutor models how to use lists for reading aloud, either down – to reinforce same sound 

         reproduction – or across to reinforce sound contrasts / differences, as above.

