                                      Using the Short Vowel Words Reading Lists

This idea for making up lists of words with specific letter sounds,- in this case the short vowel sounds,- came to me from my Montessori teacher training where such lists are used for teaching reading, and from the excellent, but now no longer used, Sullivan Programmed Reading system. They coordinate beautifully with the Laubach Way to Reading series’ “visual puns”, ( which are shown at the top of the lists to remind of the sounds!) and the correlated Focus on Phonics series.

The principle behind the lists is to insistently reinforce the sound / symbol relationship (the sounds of letters, such as the vowels), developing and internalizing an immediate, automatic response of the sound corresponding to the written letter. 

These phonics word lists will assist the students in learning to produce the sounds correctly, and in developing their word decoding and spelling skills. They can be used immediately after the presentation(s) of the letter sound(s). Their use builds the students’ confidence since they find they can easily read the lists. ( This assumes that they have already learned and internalized the sounds of the consonants.)

Remember these are not words for the student to know or learn for meaning. For these exercises the meaning is irrelevant. 

