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ission Statement: The Laubach Literacy Council of San Diego County, Inc. shall actively promote 

literacy and English as a second language by recruiting students, training volunteer tutors and 

trainers, and by networking with other literacy providers.  

F 
or some of our Centers the school year is almost over.  
There is something satisfying about adding up all the num-
bers, wrapping up the books, putting away the chalk and 
cleaning the blackboard in preparation for next year. (You 

can tell how long ago I taught in a regular school.)  The end of a 
term is the time we reflect on accomplishments and consider what 
might be changed in the future.  Even for our tutors who teach on a 
twelve month basis there is a lot of merit in stepping back and tak-
ing a long look at what our role has been in the lives of our stu-
dents. 
 
 I recently attended a swearing-in ceremony for new citizens 
of the United States.  As I looked at them, I wondered what their journey from immigrant to citi-
zen was like.  Who was the face of America for them?  As we teach, we are the face of Amer-
ica.  Thatôs a privilege as well as a challenge.  We offer not only knowledge but also compas-
sion.  Iôve never faced the prospects of living in a country whose language is more complicated 
than my own, but I know that I would appreciate the caring, generous spirit of those who say, 
ñWelcomeò. 
 
 We are on the frontline.  Instead of presenting endless complicated forms to be filled 
out, we have the freedom to simply begin the daunting task of teaching.  It is amazing to see 
how many people, old, young and middle aged have been willing to take on this task.  As you 
will see in this issue of ñThe Keyò, we have a good number of new volunteers, many of them in 
parts of the County that are experiencing the greatest influx of refugees from war torn and pov-
erty stricken places.  Youôll also see those who have been devoted to our mission for many 
years.  Donôt miss a word or pass up a  picture. 
 
 You wouldnôt be reading this if you werenôt already sold on the mission of Laubach Lit-
eracy so Iôll say a great big ñThank youò for being the face of America! 
 
 Also - donôt miss the Annual Meeting!  Itôs a great time to visit with other tutors and see 
what a large area our work covers.  Awards for achievement and acknowledgements for long 
time service will be given out.  There will also be lots of FREE STUFF!   
 

Arlene Atkinson, President 
  
 

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGEPRESIDENTõS MESSAGEPRESIDENTõS MESSAGE   
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FUTURE VIS ION LEADERSHIP PROJECT 2010FUTURE VIS ION LEADERSHIP PROJECT 2010FUTURE VIS ION LEADERSHIP PROJECT 2010    
San Diegoôs East County has become a new home for ever            
increasing numbers of refugees from around the world, including   
Afghanistan, Burma, Chechnya, Kosovo, Iran and Iraq to mention 
only some, as well as many Spanish speakers from Mexico and    
Central and South America. 25% of the population of El Cajon is Iraqi 
and the State Department anticipates 100 families a month will be 
arriving for at least the next twelve months. Cuyamaca and        
Grossmont Colleges and Grossmont Adult School have been over-
whelmed by the need for ESL instruction for these adult learners at a 
time when they are facing ever increasing financial constraints.    
Recognizing this need we approached the East County Chamber of 
Commerce and the Future Vision Leadership 2010 Project was 
started to try to fill the gap with  volunteer Laubach tutors. An initial 
target of training 30 new tutors for the East County was established. 
This task force led by Debra Palmer, a Family Nurse Practitioner from  
Kaiser Permanente  laid out an ambitious plan to involve many of the 
East County Churches and Mosques, the Union/Tribune, video      
production resources from Viejas Casino, Grossmont Adult School 

and the Community Colleges. Color flyers were developed and distributed throughout the com-
munity and a short video is being produced featuring adult learners and instructors. Laubach 
tutors from the Kurdish Human Rights Watch in El Cajon will also be featured. This will be 
added to the Laubach website and used for future tutor recruitment. Thirty-three potential    
tutors are already registered for the May 1 and May 8 training.  With these sessions filled to 
capacity, another training will be held June 19th and 26th at the Ray & Joan Kroc Community 
Center, Bldg. A, the Library and Education Bldg. at 6625 University Ave, San Diego 
92115.  The plan is for the tutors to work at the East County Library sites, within the           
classrooms of Grossmont Adult School and, in the fall, at  Cuyamaca College. Since            
Cuyamaca will not be able to have    
summer school classes, Laubach tutors 
can work with their students to allow 
them to meet their educational require-
ments for the Cal-Works program ad-
ministered by Maximus Services for the 
East County.  
 
Through the efforts of the Leadership 
Class 2010 of the East County   
Chamber of Commerce and espe-
cially Dharlene Marie Fahl Viejas     
Casino and  the Viejas Band of the 
Kumeyaay Indians, the snacks and 
lunch for all participants will be catered 
at the May 1 training and provided again 
at the May 8 session.   We would like to 
thank them in advance for their help in      
sponsoring this event. 
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GRANT FROM LAMBADA THETA NU SORORITYGRANT FROM LAMBADA THETA NU SORORITYGRANT FROM LAMBADA THETA NU SORORITY    

L 
ambda Theta Nu Sorority, Inc. is a national      
sorority with twenty-four years of service to the 
Latino Community and chapters at universities 
across the country. Its intent is to create a network 

of support for Latina women in higher education. Its Dias 
de Las Rosas Gala Awards event was held at the Town 
and County Hotel in Mission Valley with an attendance of 
250. The event honors its graduates and also presents a 
National Philanthropy Award to an organization that   
supports literacy in the Hispanic community.  
 
This year, they selected the Laubach Literacy Council for 
their award. According to Deisy Mendoza, Director of 
Community Service, and Stephanie Felix, Director of 

Special Events who presented the award, they selected us over other strong candidates because we are 
a totally volunteer organization and in recognition to our almost 50 years of service to the community. 
They were impressed by our partnership with the San Diego County Library and by our winning the   
National Association of Counties Partnership for Caring Award as well as by our partnering with the 
Chula Vista City Libraries. They especially noted the large numbers of Hispanic learners that we serve. 
We are deeply grateful to Lambda Theta Nu Sorority, Inc. for this grant of over $8500 collected by their 
chapters throughout the United States. 

CHULA VISTA L IBRARY PROJECTCHULA VISTA L IBRARY PROJECTCHULA VISTA L IBRARY PROJECT    

T 
he association between Laubach and the Chula Vista Public Library continues on track, with training at the 
Literacy Center of the Orange Avenue Branch being held in April.  The library locations will be a satellite of 
our Chula Vista Literacy Center under the direction of Hilda Rodriguez. 
 

The City of Chula Vista was forced to close their spacious area, dedicated to the teaching of reading, due 
to budget considerations.  Betty Waznis, Director of the Library, contacted Laubach with the hope that we could 
cooperate with the library and open the center again as an ESL facility.  Joy Whatley, Senior Librarian and Diana 
Ysla, Literacy Coordinator, accepted the idea with enthusiasm as did Charles Ross, director of the East County Lit-
eracy Centers. 
 

On April 10, a group of potential tutors, contacted by Diana Ysla, gathered at the Literacy Center for their initial 
training.  Many had been literacy tutors and welcomed the opportunity to again volunteer their services.  The 
Friends of the Chula Vista Library provided lunch for all 
participants!  They have also committed to stand by and 
help in any way they can to make this effort a success.   
 

New Tutors for Chula Vista Literacy Center and branch 
Libraries are: Brenda Banks-Abegaz, Sally Bartlett, 
Diane Belcher, Joseph Douglas, Judy Flacke, Paul 
Greenbaum, Charles Hannum, Virginia Liburd, Eugene 
Lyons, Jean Meaney, Suzanne Roybal, JoAnne 
Springer, Matthew Thome, Alexandra Torres, Paula 
Tschauner, Frederick Weber, Beatriz Zarza, Claudia 
Zuniga. Christine Olguin, who is a seasoned tutor at our 
Chula Vista Center, also attended both sessions.  The 
training was offered as the regular Laubach southern 
county area event, so from La Jolla came Helen 
Tomlinson and Karen Welch.  Chula Vista Library Director Betty Waznis pictured 

with library staff at April 10th training. 


