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ission Statement: The Laubach Literacy Council of San Diego County, Inc. shall actively promote
literacy and English as a second language by recruiting students, training volunteer tutors and
trainers, and by networking with other literacy providers.
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PRESI DENT®dS MESSAGE
reviously 1 o6ve talked about how time flies., but the
really flown! As | look back on those years and realize what a small ﬂ
part of the Laubach story they rea — candt hel

association with, and connection to, all those who have persisted in
achieving the goal of teaching English as a second language. Teaching English,
yes, but as important, showing compassion and helping hew-comers to our coun-
try understand the virtue of volunteerism. Although it is impossible to say how
many success stories have been written in the lives of our students over fifty
years, it must be thousands.

This year seventy-one new volunteer tutors participated in training sessions in the
Laubach method. Twenty- seven attended a Saturday workshop aimed at teach-
ing those above the beginning level. A new Center was opened in Borrego
Springs through the cooperation of the San Diego County Public Library and the
enthusiasm of residents of that desert community. A satellite of the Center will
soon be operating in Ocotillo Wells. Fallbrook added a satellite to their Center. East County Centers added four
satellites as well as renewing the relationship with a fifth. Thanks to the Vista Center, access to Newsforyouonline
became available to all Centers. Tutors from decades past would have been amazed at the wealth of resources
available in this electronic age.

Over the past two years the baton was passed to new Center Directors in Chula Vista, Clairemont, Encinitas and La
Jolla. The record of how many hours were spent by those who retired over the years is written, not in a book on our
shelves, but in the unwritten history of Laubach Literacy Council of San Diego County.

How many other milestones have been passed over the last two years? Many, that were celebrated in the Centers
and in the communities that were fortunate enough to have a Laubach Center within their reach.

On May 21% we will gather for our Annual Meeting and a small celebration of a large achievement. It will be an op-
portunity to thank those in our organization, and those outside of it, who have recognized that a relatively small
group of people can sometimes accomplish great things.

People come to The United States of America for a variety of reasons. Some seek refuge from tyranny, some eco-
nomic stability, some cultural enrichment. Whether they stay here of return to the country of their birth, we hope that
they take with them an appreciation for the people of this country who reached out and shared their good fortune
not because they had to, but because they wanted to. In order for those who stay to become a part of the fabric of
our system they need to speak a common language. English is, indeed, a challenge for them but, we hope, not a
stumbling block. It is as rich as it is because it has its origin in many countries, many cultures. This fact also makes
it a very difficult language to learn. Many laughs are shared in the course our teaching - mostly laughs at our selves
as we wend our way through the tricky maze that is the English language.

Letds continue to share the passion for what we do. Over

reach the corners of possibility in our efforts to improve lives.

With gratitude,
Arlene Atkinson (soon-to-be Past President)
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BANCROFT FAMILY GRANT

e are both happy and grateful to have received the notice that The Paul and
Monica Bancroft Family Foundation has once again awarded Laubach an
unrestricted grant of $ 2000 At o use
e X p e ns &he Grant Award Letter came to Jean Smith, Center Director

of the Solana Beach Literacy Center. Stephen Bancroft has had connections with that

Center for some years and submitted our organization for the family grant. The letter

stipulates that they request annual reports on the use of the funds. A letter of thanks was

sent to Stephen as well as one to the Foundation and Sally DiVecchio, Treasurer, sent an

official organizational acknowledgement letter.

A little background of the Bankcroft Family Grant for those of you new to our organization:
For three years the Bancroft Family Foundation has provided funds to LLCSDC for training
and general purposes. Stephen Bancroft was a very popular and valued tutor at Solana
Literacy Center. He was unfailingly cheerful and willing to include new students in his
group or those whose tutor was absent for a session. His students as well as his fellow
tutors loved him, and everyone misses his ready smile and generous personality. Though
his work has kept him from volunteering at the center, he has continued to support us and
all the efforts of LLCSDC through the generosity of the Bancroft Family Foundation.

Since receiving this generous grant
comes at a time when we have increased
our insurance coverage by adding a
Directors and Officers Liability and Entity
Liability policy to our already existing gen-
eral liability coverage for our tutors and
centers, and our insurance costs now ap-
proach $1200, an addition to our general
fund is most welcome. Donations can be
made to the general fund or to address
specific needs. Many donor sé
extends to projects that seem to more
directly benefit the learners. At our last
Board meeting Pat Johnson, President-
Elect, told of a need for laptop computers
at the Fallbrook Center. Other centers
may have sufficient funds to cover such
purchases but most are probably using
their resources for week to week needs.
This is an example of a real, practical
need that might be met with funds
granted to LLCSDC. Because of grants
like that from the Bancroft Family we -
have survived and thrived for 50 years.
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LAUBACH YEARS OF SERVICE AWARDS

ithout long time tutors this organization would not have survived 50
years. We honor the following for their dedication. At the training for
new tutors you are asked to tutor at least one year, but these individuals
have exceeded this request and we honor them.

5 years

Peter Balas
Pat Hensley
Margaret lvey
Susan MacDonald
Helen Kaufmann
Evelyn Love
Barbara Smith

Ann Williamson

10 years

Dr Roger Fox

30 years

Mary Jean Smith

Gloria Swanson
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THIRTEEN IS A LUCKY NUMBER
(MARCH TRAINING)

or two cool but pleasant weekends, thirteen new tutors participated in training ses-
sions in the community room of the Poway Library. Catherine Mummert, as always
full of wisdom, knowledge and experience, came down from San Pedro to instruct our
latest class of Laubach tutors. ;

Those receiving their certificates of completion
were: for Clairemont Literacy Center: Whitney
Faber; from the City of San Diego: Pamela
Browning and Sung Park; for the Ramona branch
Library: Karen Hess and Alberto Reyes; all the &
way from the Valley Center branch Library:
Maureen Jump; staying close to home at the
Poway library: Rose Najmi and John Wong; for
Bayside Community Center: Victoria
McSpadden; from Carlsbad: Ann Parkinson; from
San Marcos: Patricia Stuart; for the La Jolla
Literacy Center: Peter Tancredi and for the
Murrieta Canter: Alexander Wickes.

Catherine Mummert (4th from left) with newly
trained tutors at the Poway Library.

Thank you and congratulations!

PROPOSED AMENDMENT to the BY -LAWS

embers present at the Annual Meeting May 21, 2011 will be asked to vote
on the following amendment to the By-Laws approved by the Board of
Directors at their April 30, 2011 meeting.

Article 1V. Elections
(Previously stated) -4 . 04 AT
only one (1) term of no more thant wo (
(Proposed change) -4 . 04 AT
one (1) term of two (2) years with a maximum oftwo (2) non-c onsecut i ve

he
2) years. o
he
0

This provides for the President-Elect always taking the office of President after a two
year term as President-Elect. There is precedent for a President serving two terms of
two years so thig amendment brings the By Laws into conformity with practice.
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Pr esi d-Elect shalli sedve f&®r esi d e
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BORREGO SPRINGS LITERACY CENTER

n April 2" and 9™, fourteen tutors were trained in the Laubach method of teaching

English. The 22 students on our waiting list will soon begin classes with our new tu-

tors. Several of our continuing students will continue with their current tutor while

others will begin the summer with another tutor since we live in a desert community
where a large proportion of our residents (and tutors) are snowbirds.

On April 14™ we all got together at the elementary school for a potluck party to celebrate our
studentsodé efforts and to thank our tutors.
began in January received a certificate and a Spanish-English dictionary.

Tutors Susanna Fuhrman and Mary Sullivan enjoy the
party with Susannab6és student el i x R

Student Gloria Torres (foreground) with her family and other
students with their families and tutors at the potluck party.
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RAMONA COMMUNITY LIBRARY GRAND OPENING

he grand opening for the new Ramona library was held on February 10,

2011 and Laubach members were on hand to help celebrate! The Ramona

Library is one of 13 San Diego County Library branches where Laubach

ESL classes are taught by our volunteers under a partnership agreement
with the San Diego County Library. The program in Ramona started in 2007.

L to R - Sonia Scanlan(tutor/coordinator), Socorro Cervantes(learner), Arlene Atkinson and Sonia Scanlan.
Bernadette Faust(tutor), Elva Hernandez and Maria Olascoaga(both
learners)

County Supervisor Diane Jacobs(at podium) and Jose Aponte
(second right), Director of the San Diego County Library

Submitted by Sonia Scanlan, Tutor and ESL Laubach coordinator at Ramona Library
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